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THE MONDAY EVENING GHOST
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is brought to you by the editor/bublisher, Robert Jennings, 3819 Chambers Drive,
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EDITORIAL (Robert Jennings)

Due tm editorial stupidity 1 have misplaced the only copy of my editorial,
Well, it'1ll have to be done straighte. That means 1'1l probably ramble even
more than I usually do, and will spell more words wrong. If that is possible,
hnyway, we're backe You didn't expect us so soon, did you? First on the
schedule is the fact that the GHOST is now monthly to bi-monthly. Mestly monthe
lys You have been very kind about submitting material, se that I have a fair
backlog nowe. However don't let that stop YOU from sending me something to print.
Send in your article now, ‘
While we are on the subject of material, I have received many rcquests for some
—— fictions I'1l try to feature more and longer length fiction by fourth issue, I
_ have on hand several nice pieces 1I'd like to run, but fiction must take second
#‘ place to articless This time is an exception. These first two issues are the
wild ones; the ones to help the staff and this new neo editor get settled. I
am going to try for wider circulation with this issue, much wider circulation.
| This will really be the Big Money Losing Issue. Next issue will be a worthwhile
{ one; featuring articles serious with a bit of humor here and therc,
' I might as well take up space and review last issue. The biggest disappointment
to me was the Pre-Ilysterical Monsters, They received very little comment. So
I'1) understand that to be a sign of displeasure, unless you tell me otherwise,
I'm going to try one more round with them, but if they don't receive any more
comment then last time, they shall have to go. Part of them this time will be
staff satire. Everyone on this staff must expect to be satirized sooner or later,
and no one is immune, not even me. In view of other recuests, ye ed won't atbempt
much work on the Pre-llys-Mons this time either. KEN can do that, after all, he's
the artist around here,
I'm afraid that this issue crowded out Horace and his colum. He seems to be
a popular item, though I don't know why. But on this column thingy it just poes
. to show you---never trust a ghost, they can't get in the spirit of things.
e What else? Oh yes, no Cynic's corner this time either. No room, it will per-
. heps return next time. It drew many of the comments,but the one that most attraote
1 ed your eye was tle 1little filler on BNF's, I got many answers on it, but thus
£ ar I don't think anybody has come up with a satisfactory answer or defination,
Ha, nobody solved John's puzzels 1 predict grumblings and groans when you read
. ! his "logical" answer.,
? That's thats I recognize that the first issue was a general mess because of
the miserable spelling, Interesting to note however, that the only one to catch
: a very obvious mistake was Bob Coulson. I mispelled mimeo, using memo instead.
I like the sound of memo, and memoed, so I will continue to use ite
Kow to apodegize for some things in last ishe Firsteoff I'll apologize for the
cuss words sprinkled throughout the thing, 1'll try to cut them down., UNext I
wish to apologize for the article "How to mark a Deck of Cards", I received some
objection to that, ard this objection was backed by more than one or two of you
fanse The article was reant as satire, and was definately not meant as a sure
method to learn how to cheat. Sine I did receive as mch objection as 1 did,
that type of article won't be repeated in future issues.
Let ers are nexte I got the usual gripes and well wishes for the first ish,
I was tempted for o while to seperate everything under two general headings, and
head one group, "A. A, Fan" (the one who liked everything in last ish's "letter
colurm" ) and B, B. Fan (the one who hated everything). lowever that was too
obviouse Then I though I might try it on an every other basis., But that was
too obvious tooe. So after much deliberation and thought, I have arrived at the
best method for o good letter col. Since I can't print everything, I have choisen
' the best letters, and I am now shuffling them up. See? To bade Anyway, I will
' now reach into the stack and bring out some letiers. About five should do it,
I liake it six for lucks There, By the way, since many letters still haven't arrived,
I will feature let ers on this ish in the third GHOST too. S o mch for the letters,
Last time round 1 said that I hated a faaaassaaaans I still do. However I shall
change a bit of policy and send letvwers and copies of this zine to them, thouch
I don't like ite This is shecr staf: overruling me, for the sake of circulation,
and I must admit they have a sound arguement. Ilowever 1 still hate, with a cold
undying dislike, any and all feaaaasaams, fake fans, or any other of that breed.
Abouncements and thanks. Atouncement and thanks to Bob Farnham for meterial,
anouncement for him---WILL ALL SOUTIIERLI FAIlS PLEASE GET IN TOUCI «ITL BOB, Address
£3=
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is, Bob Farnham, 506 2nd Ave., Dalton, Ga, Thanks also to Ann Chamberlain for
some of her editor stamps. -

Lemme sce. 1've been wandering around Nashville, and l1've come across some
interesting thinms. lio---that is just too rambling,

Tost of you said I wrote entircely too much of the zine. Agreed, why do you
think I asked for contributions? Some of you helped me, thank goodness., The
rest of you, send things to print, 1 never get toc much. This issue will have
some things in it by me. Not much, but I've zot tons of stuff for the zine .
written by myself, lost of it will never get printed, But you ought to be glad
I'm writing something. I write more by spells, or moods. (reminds me of KEW)

When I feel like writing, I write. 4And I know that no mutter how much I feel

like writing now, there wil® come a time when I won't even give this typer a second
look, Right now I can feel that dry spell coming. I1'm behind on my correspondence,
and that's one stevn towards nothing, ‘ihen I fesl like writins, I'm a fountain

of words., Vhen 1 don't, there is mnothing. So to save this zine from my spells,

you send in material to print, and I'¥l never have to cut pges,

A faned is expected to share himself with the readers, llis views on everything
from Sr to s¢x, his life his hopes his dreams, his slecping life, his conscience,
his thoughts, everything is for the readers. A mungy think when you think about
ite As I sit here, in a lighted room, with shadows falling the wrong way, and
the clock heading toward the wee hours, I can say what I want, I put my thoughts
down on this stencil, tnd they are mine, to look at amd to enjoy. I can write
what I want, and 1 can print what I wunt too, But my words, my every thought will
come back to me, twisted, scarred, used, and probably recreated in many alien
forms, through the mail and your letters. Because no mut er how I fecl here now,
this will go out to you, and you will read it, and each segment of that great
general you will take it and read it a different way. You will inturpite it many
way, and you will think different thourhts on what I say. You will have different
reactions, and will write different letters, But nothing 1 say here will come

back comnletely my own any more, INo matter how simple a sentence I write, you 3.3
will all find some new way to change it, soms way to insert a spark of gendous, 3 ﬁ‘
or humor, or pure stupidity into it, And in the end 1 will read the letters, and 5‘hﬂ4

probably wish I hadn't written that perticular thoucht, but I will sit down
next month and do the same thing., 1 lilke to sec what you do with what 1 say,
1 like to see the twists and turns you take, the way you can miggle your thought
and word powers into amd idea to produce a reaction, I like it, so I will continue
to pour out my mind to vou here, though 1 may regret it later,
This is a testing period for this zine. So far I will have put out two issues.
The critical two. 1 wonder how each of you will take 2md interpute the thing.,
I wonder if vou will be pleased bv it, or revolted. You 21l have seperatec ideas
and xx seperate likes and dislikes, So do me a favor, help me through this
periods Send me your letfers, moncy, trades, just tall, wnything and everything
is waited for. Don't mke me think 81l this work is for nothing, tell me if P
you like its If you hate it, say so. 1f you li'e it, by goly, buy it, and 0
then you'll be sure I'll like you too, Not that that matters, but it's a thought,
Or mybe you c:n just send money ind I won't like you, how's that. Enough of this
senseless ramblinge. This might be a perfect place “or a table fable, but it isn't,
So I'1ll close -vith the thought that you ought to COM:ENT, TRADE, BUY this
zine, address all correspondence to---Robert Jemnings (that's Bob to you) .
3819 Chambers Drive, Nashville 11, Tennessee, That's all, i

Y- v{wj ‘
E vd

”~

Jec

,J{“Ijb
ngf

i




THUE CRE:KY CLAIR a column by Mike Deckinger

The chair I'm sitting in at the moment, before my battered old toyal table
model, is an old chair, What's more, it's a creaky old chair. Everytime 1 lean
forward, it creaks. BEverytime I lean backwards it creaks. When 1 sit in it for
o long period of time it creaks tooe. 0il does only a tempory job, soon it is
back creaking again, just as loud as before. 1'm afraid it serves no useful pur-
pose at 2ll. Well actually, there are two purposes it scorves. (10it provides me
with & name for this colume. (2) it provides support---without it I'd be sitting
on the floor, and typing that way, which is a horrid method. And (3) it gives me
a nawe Bor this colurme. .

As vou may know, I'm a faned amd pubber ryself., Naturally, since I am suffering
from this incurable disease, I will do everything I can to obtain the necessary
supplies in the cheapest way 1 can. This is not always too easy. For instence;
the majority of the mimoed fanzines out today are done on granite paper. This is
paper that is usually yellow or gre n, and looks as if it is covered with hundreds
of tiny pieces of lint, or thread. The main reasons it is so popular are that it
is highly absorbent, and thus usually requires no slip-sheeting, and has very little .
show through. Thus it is preferred for these enviable properties, and thus I de-
cided that 1 would try to obtain granite paper too.

Now the town I live in, killburn, is not a perticularly large one. There are
mny larger ones nearby, I didn't bother checking the stationary stores here,
since I already knew the condition of them. What i first did was check in the
telephone book for the addresses of several stationary stores nearby, and then
decided to pay each a visit., There were five of them in all, and out of the
five, four had never heard of granite paper. One said he might be able to get
some, but it would take wecks of processing,and suggested 1 try something else.
kot a very hearty reaction at that, 1 suspose,

30 I decided to temporarily ubanden the paper =nd shop arourd for stencils.
ilere my luck was a little better, All the nearby stores carried them. liowever,
there were at least thresc different kinds on hand to chose from, ranging from
Soverirn to BDC, and I had not the slightest idea which 1 should use., Finally,
after much deliberation and careful thinking, taking in all the facts, 1 decided
1 would but the Sovereign stencils (because they were cheaper). So 1 did just
that, buying a quire of them, which 1 fipgured would last me for a long tome.
lTow wrong I was,

A few things I forgot to mention before. when I first obtained the mimeo,along
with it I got several extras., Included were some styli, drawing plate, etc, ete.
Unfortunately the sellers probably thought I was brilliant (heard of my reputation
no dount)// no doubt/yy and fipured I could solve any problem without difficulty,
and had neglected to send along any instructions or tips. Oh, there was one page
od "instructions", saying that if I knew anyone who wanted to buy a mimeo or
duplicator, I'd be able to refer them to the compuny from which I had bought the
machine. That was nice of the, wouldn't you say? It was very conforting for
me to think that they'd worry about the problem I might have if anyone asked
where to pget a machine, so they had helped me out. .ith ads like that 1 was
almost expecting the new machine to print out only the name of the company and
the reasons you should buy from them,

50 1 tried out everything myself, Ny first memeo effort, about a year and a
half ago, resulted in me getting more ink on my hinds than on the papers, There
was some ink on the paper, but only on the sheets 1'd used to wipe my hands on,
And TIght then and there I learned a very important thing. Mimeo ink can be a
dammed nuisance when it gets on a whit shirt, Any ink can be a nuisance om a
white shirt, but mimeo ink even more so, 1 silently thought thourhts about
the company neplecting to mention these facts and what to do about them to me.
(do vou suspose they could be in partnership with a laundry firm?)

But eventually through trial and error, mostly error, I mangged to master the
beast, resulting in a minimum of ink on my person, ~md a maximum of ink on the
paper, vwhere it belongs.

A month or so ago I was out of stencils, and decided to go to a place called .
Union to buy some more, (Unten is about two miles away, in case youlre intereste
edﬁ It was during the Christmas season, ard all the stores were overcrowded,

-0 continued on page 10




SPECIALI{11 SPECIAL KEN CARTOON SECTIOX by KEN Gentry

This is a section devoted entirely to the antics of KEN's little-space-whateyou
call-him, So, ignore everything else, drop completely into this world of a
visitor with Problems on Earth.

Good afternoon sir, I
represent the Press, and
I'd like your views on
life, Ike, payola,the
foreign policy, crime,
the movies, the sack
dress, men, congress
bill no. 186709, state'S
rights, jets, rockets,
UFO's, Science Fiction,
BB, love, the Mongariavan
Yak, radicactivity, sex,
ete, etec, ete, ete, ete,
ete, ete, ete, ete, ete,
ete, ete, eto,~ewwun

I hate nosey reporters
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I mean business Earthpan
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Then there was this
"wall" place, and I
said "check",and he
said "bonds" and.--




Never try te catech a safe on the bounce

You seem to have the drop on me Earthman
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And after following thesc simple instructions,
you can step back and view with satisfaction
the neat, clcan job you . have cofipleted
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cont, from pp 5

and as a result they weres taking on new temporary help, just to compensate for
the added buyers. And it happened that at the stationary store where I usually
got me stencils, because of the fact they sold greeting cards and other access=
ories, they had four new persons working there,

As I entered I immediately took my recuest to an old woman who I had never seen
before, and told her I wanted five stencils, She smiled, and was very nice as
she went behind the counter, removed o box, and begin counting them out. Now be-
fore I go any further, let me explain one thing. Stencils are packed in most
boxes 50 that one is facing the other; they are together, so to speaks Thus, if
one happens to be unfamiliar with this, and if one happens to be in a hurry, it's
possible to count every two as one, Which is exactly what the lady did. I must
andmit that it wasn't untill I had paid for five and was outside the store that
I noticed the error., Now what should I do? Should I do my good deed for the day
and return the extras, or should 1 forget the whole matter?

So I decided to use logice. If I went and told the lady she had given me too

many the manager would invariably hear about it, and that would not be too good, o
Nossir I would want nothing to happen to the nice 0ld lady, so I silently walke
ed away,

iaybe I'1l do two good deeds today, to mke up for that, N

NONSENSE a sort of columm by John Hagewood

llello, I'm back again with my high intellect column of nothing. lew a neo like
me got mixed up in-this I'1l never knowe 1'm just plain lucky to have made it
back with the answer to my first logic problems The memo muchine got a nasty drip,
and although it was no fault of my own /V/ha, a likely story/y/ Jennings. threatenw
ed to throw me out if I didn't fix it. I have a sneaky feeling that Jennings did
it on purpose, so he could blaim it on me, and have a reason th leave out
columm and corny poetry.///just reading 'em is reason cnough/// Tell, I got it
fixsd, ma d Bob had better watch his step. What will he do for a memo cranker and
columnict?

Some people have asked me the meaning of that poem "The City of the Dead”. Most
of you preferred to stay away from it., To tell the truth, I really den't knew
myselfs I just threw some lines together, and That came out, Jemings changed
a few werds here and there, and somehow I get the feeling I was double-crossed,
but I haven't figured out how,

I would like to apologize for the wrinkle on page sixteen. I want to say that
it wasn't my fault. Jemmings helt the stencil as it went on the mechine, and
when I turned the drum, he slipped., Clumsy of him, wasn't it? There were lots
of other thing wrong, but you can just blaim them on the editor too, I wen't mind,

How for the answer to the last problem, DMost of you probably assumed that all
lawyers are men, and trerefore th lawyer was eating with the doce Two men eating.
linwever the lawyer was a woman, aml the doc was a two timer, So the hot blooded
lawyer saw the doc's wife, ard instantly her hot blood got hetter, so she shot the
poor doc., There's a moral te this story, but I can't remember that part., .

lext month's problem now, Or is it this ponth's? Anyway, this mn, an ordinary
man, who wasn't a criminal or anything like that, walked in a bar orne time. He
walked up to the bar keep, and asked for a drinke The bar keep then pulled ocut
a shotgun and blasted him. Iow you tell me why, Gee this is a short columnm,
isn't it? Last time that rat Jennings plastered me on a page of ads, DMaybe I'11 "
get better treatment this times But knowing the Cynic, I doubt it. Anyway,
this is all this time, perhaps I'll see you next,
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{8 .ATURY OF LELAND HALE (Robert Jen-ings)

It is hard for o »erson who hAs never read ony stories aeut Telnnd

ale to renliize st what Xinl o & chorce er h: is, or e nales me
so ent-usisstic abou ., ime . elaid ale is e nmroduct of -2 imacination
of Randal: darrest, %t e science ficion professional writer. Tharn are
onlv three stories by Garrett that create “.eland Tele, tont I lmow of,
Tne first two scories anwearcd in L now decd vasazise, INRIVITY, The
trird story is movw, and marks thes rovr- o” Telnad ale. T is ourrently
to ‘e reed i his Febrvarv issuve of Mo SWIC T IVDAET

Leland ale '»de 1is firsi n-eerancc 1 5. ¢ pages of 101 7 Y irn the
Oc*tober 1257 issue, JIn the s ort novol cnuicled o .lake a Hero, Randall
Garret - srov=t fort  is sarvelous crisinel/hero,

The story itself was set on a varying scale. The story was supposed
to have been written by a historian, who istrying to set the record
straight about a supposed "“hero" of a century ago, and a century ago means
about the 2100 period. As often happens, the folk singers and legend
mekers could chaenge any person, zood or bad, and make him seem the
purest sort of hero, The hero could be either good or bad, that made
little difference. He must have been quick and clever; heroie most of the
time; and if he didn't happen to be hercic in the good sense of the word,
then he would be changed in sons and legend, If he happened to be e
oriminal, then he was unjustly pursued. He must have been a suecessful
oriminal, dashing if possible, and must outwit the law and avoid being
eaught, These requirements of a heroic hero were definately not
Leland Hale., The real Leland Hale is brought into the open by the
"historians", and his "noble" deeds are shown for what they really were.

Lelend Hale the man, was a criminal. He had a top priority rating with
the IP, the galazy wide police of that time. He was a successful oriminal,
being ifted with an exceptionally quick mind, a strong body, and a voice
ef gold. In fact, the few times he was caught, he usually relied on his
ability to sway and influence persons with his voice and logic to free
himself, An example was given in To Make a Hero. Leland Hale had been
brought before a court on some planet where he had committed a crime. He
defended his own case, and after his testimony, the court dismissed
charges, and the judge personally and publicly apologized to Hale. Yet
after the IP checked the court records, it was found that not once did
Leland Hale deny his zuilt, and that his long and emotional talk had
been an edmission of guilt and his humble pleas, That should demonstrate
well the abilities of Leland Hale as an orator.

He was intelligent, noting and connecting facts and conceiving remarke
able crimes quickly and efficisntly. He was also gifted with the idea
that he wasn't going to ever have to work for anything, except in his
own way. He based his philosophy on one ideal, that the universe deserved
to belonz to Leland Hale. And so anything he took was rightfully his
anyway. To him, stealing was natural. Killing wes another matter. He
neither liked nor disliked killing; it was done only as a matter of necessi
ty, not preferencs.

The character and crime pattern Randall Garrett has created in Leland
Hale's first appearence 1is remarkable., Hale is forced to seek hiding
on an outpost planet, which is off the mainstream of the galexy. It was
settled by a stray band of colonists and had been separated from the rest
of the galaxy and its civilization during the time since the ship
eerrying the colonists landed until Hale landed, officially. However,
unknown to Hale at the time he lands on the planet, a ship carrying
erystals for sub-space radios had crashed there, and the inhabitants
of the planet, descendants of the original colonists, were using the
precious crystals as a medium of exchange. Also unknown to Hale, is the
fact that a hospital ship had crashed there, and the plenet before him,
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and 1s unable to returm to oivilized worlds. The planet itself has reached a low
civilization, having only towns nlong a seacoast, The people have o central lecder,
and most of their living comes from the sea. The next factor involved is the Plagues
This is a disease which was fatal to the original colonists, but had by this time
degenerated to the level of the comon cold, at least to most of the inhabitants .
and Leland Hale, People still died of it, but not too manye The corranders of the
hospital ship are afraid to return to civilization, or even bring in help if they
could, because they are afraid of spreading the Plague over the galaxy., Eeland

Inle finds he is im une to it, and can treat muny people on the planet with common
agprine and suche One last factor to complete the picture, In one coast town

is a power hungry man who might be elected the planetary leader after the present
leader dieses However it is not certains. He wants very badly to own a spaceship.

A spaceship would make him the most powerful mn on the planet, and thereby an

almost certain choise for planstary leader. Not only that, but he will profit

by using the ship in many other wnys tooe Using all these things, Garrett weaves

a mastery job of writing, and creates an interesting, ad in yany places, amusing R
story. lale works a crime that leaves the planet without its crystals, and no-
nody is hurt but a few characters in the story who might have déserved it. A witty
ending winds up the first story of Leland Hale,

The inside blurb on that story promices that no matter what you personally think
of the hero, Leland Hale, you will be facinated by him. They were right. The
story soreamed for a sequal, and so did the readers, ,

However it wasn't untill the August 1858 issue phat the readers saw a return
of Leland Hale. In that issue of INFINITY, Hale returned in o novelete éntitled
Respectfully Mine, The story carries with it a slipghtly more complicated vocobul-
ary, and the story is still enjoyable. Again the "historian" is exposing another
one of Leland llale's "nobel" acts, Hale is apain pursued by the IP, and plans
and carries out a crime of ingenuity thet traps both nations of a smll planet
in their own trape The readers have fun. DlMany of the characters involved don't,

Also noted that the illustrator of this story was not the same one who did the
first storye. The first story was illustrated by Emsh, who did a facial picture
of Leland Iale, armd a not as good title page picture showing Hale being led to
the villeges The artist on the second story was Schoenherr, who did an excellent
job of picturing the time capsule, but not so fine on the title page., Of the two
I would say Emsh did the better job, mninly because of the facial portrate.

After thot story, Leland ilale disappeared, aml it seemed, for good. INFINITY
folded with the November 1858 issue, and it seemed to me anyway, that Leland Iale
died in the rubbel of that magadire. So for neadly a year I read and reread the
two Leland Hxle stories, untill the mags are doge-eared ard battered. I would like
some replacement conies for those two issues, they are not fit for a collection now.

In fact, so sure was 1 that Leland Ilale was gone, amd so much did I want his re-
turn, that I issued a special plea in the first ish of the GilOST, Ard hardly had
the first ish of the GHOST been muiled, than the February issue of FANTASTIC UNIV.RSE
hit the news stands.

With that February issue of FANTASTIC UNIVARSE, Leland Hale returneds The sbtory
is slightly below the average of the previous two, but it is well worth reading.

The story Drug on the Market, is of eourse, a success., Lelamd liale obtains uvn-
usual informtion, smuggles dope, and fun is had by all, except certain characters
in the storye. .Entertaining, but parts of the story seem to harg together lcocely,

Leland Hale is certainly not the type of character on would pick as a patron
hero, or sdmire because of outstanding good merits., But he is fun to read, pure 4o
pleasure to enjoys The character, the way it is handeled, the light touch of
humor that runs through all the stories, the plot, everything combines to make
Leland Dale an unforgetable character. I cut my SF teeth on INFINITY, cnd met
Leland linlee I hope I never lose hime, If you are reading this, I suggest ycu
loy down the copy of the GHOST, step out to your nearest book store or news stond,
anmd buy a copy of the February 1960 issue of FANTASTIC UNIVERSE. Buy two copies,
live me, and you won't be disappointeds And somebody thank Rahdall Garrc.t from
this Leland Hale true fans So with gladness ard joy I shout that LELAND IALE
_TIAS RETURNED.

ATTENTION this is an emergency editorial By that Jennings creep

-

Due t0 the faot that I have Just received some mterial I don't want to leave
-12-




L 9

sut of this issue, things will have ta be reshuffeled, Tkat means the peem
section I had planned for this issue won't be in. The Cynic's corner will

te in, I never pass up & cicuce far an arpument, and some materizl from Clay
Hamlin opens for a good cne. The lettur colum may be cut short or even lef%
sut, I just don't know., This part of the zine will have to be played by ear,

I am happy o say that later comment has been favorible to the Pre-llysterical
Monsters, howsver I'm s%ill going to judge them by the reaction this issue. T,
if you like them, please say so., 1 don't know for sure wheather I will even e
gble to have -his printed and mailed by the time plamed, it may have to be dee
layed ome mor: week, The show through on this sixteen pound paper is bad with
the KEN illos, so I will make a search of this city for some granite paper, but
the clances for it are slimes N2 more to say at this exact moment, but there my
be in a few minutes more, One more thing, please WILL ALL SQUTIIERN FANS GET IN

TOUCIL WITII BO3 FARWHAM, address is 578 2rd é7ee, Dalbrn, Ga, That's all for »ow

o e
B S,

Srenviivl RN

TIE WRITINGS CF A CONFIRMED CYNIC
by
Rebert Jennings

I have just received some extra material, ome item being this article frem Clay
Hgmlin. I print now that article, with enly very mimor changes (including spel=~
ling) here, with my answer. This gives me the slight edge, but I have no deudt
Clay will come through with his answer to my answer, anywoy, here it isee

Sa our cynical editor has seen fit to add his complaints to those numerous
others who deplore the “"golden age of SF"?7 May I be permitted one loud resound-
ing NUTS? Thank you W U 7 S, What more appropriate reply te such an assertion?

Well, if you prefer logic, why dissapoint you., It can be proved logically,
emotionally, intellectually, or any other way you prefer. So let's demolish his
claims. Iic (I resist the undeniable temptation to write "it") tells of sampling
several issues of those old zines, Now there's a good basis for an arguments
Just how mony did he read, and what were they? Did they include FFU's? Were
tpfre perchance some UIKNOWNs amrung them? Does he mean WIERD TALES, early
AVAZINGS? O wkat? Les's he wow cspecifics Of ccurse there was crud then,
but heaven forbid there was as much as nsw clutters up the prozines. The reasen
%s simple enough. thers wcre less zines, s+ they could pick out the very beste
No need to includs stuff that isn’'t worth the mearre rates curreuntly prevelents

Tellme Eob, d:d you reac any lerritt? Any George Allen England? Have you ever
heard of him? Francis Stovens? They snid che was o pen name for Merritt, so
figure out for yourself what the sborics were like, IHnw about Clark Ashton Smith
who for so long Janguished in the shad-w of *the great HPL? Austin Hall? Hgmer
Eon Flint? J. U. Guicr? Wiat about Doc Smith? I John W, Campbell? Edgar
Rice Burroughs? Arthur Machen? Haommes Bok? I could go on for pages, but it
wouldn'®t mena imch $0 you unless you have had the grod fortuns e have read
them for yoursell,

Stnack characters, ¢n”® Weak characters, stereotyped plots, aliens and suche
And what, mignt I acli do you find thece days? Dicw't he himself state in the
book reviews that of thut zise there wera fow belicwable characters even among
the best pratitirners ¢f the art teday® Surely no ome whn has read the Martian
Odyssey by Veinbaum cen claim that those alieus were stersotypeds If The Shining
One, Mimir, Worsel %he Valentiawm or Keir Gray were weak characterizations they
must have changed tie lictionuarya

It weuld be amiciinz to see nic squirmings ard cidestepping of the issue in
trying to explain ths continucd populiarity of lMerritt. What name can sell mrre
stf book than his? Jach new generation finds the sanm» delight in those stories,
so the rights to Lhone titles, practicoily made Avon books, Over fcvr million
copies to date, wul there will mever bo an ¢xd in sight, Quality will alw-ys
tells An Lovscra®™; is slose behiinde.

The Leusman stories arc stace opera. Slan is just another superman story.

The Afterglow is cne in a1 unonding -wmrber of “he rebirth of civilizations, and
Ship of Ishtar s only o fonbtasye Thob’s alle And belicve me, that is enough,
Whoe could ask feir more than gerins? '

But what did those stcries have that you can's have today? Well, they called

it the sense of wonder without bethering o cdefine the term, Put there is a term
en O




that explains ite. Scope. Excitement. Or if you prefer it simple, just call it
ideas, ILiow many new iders have there been of late? 1 prefer to forget. They
were so very few, Yet every sinlg page of the old mgs was quite likely to come
up with one or more new concepts. Where a modern arthur would be content to
write a full nPvel on a single one of those ideas, the old timers were so prolific
with ideas they could didmiss the most imnginative idea with a chapter, sometimes
only a paragraph. Note The King of the Iwo Deaths. Note also Last and First Men,
and the Starmaker by Stapledon, Frough in those twn to last prattically forever.

So the new readers still have the same old sense af wonder, do they? Well, natur-
ally they do, but what of it? The first exposure to imngination in writing will
always do that, But how much more would it be if they were reading the great stories
instead of the so-so ones that are now published. And don't think I can't prove
it. Ilaving lent out books and zines from my collection in large numbers it is
the simplest thing of all to prove thnte I only wish you could see a couple of
letters from a new fan who had just been exposed to the Lensmn epics Or the
comments from others who had the opartunity to read some of the harder to Rind
Merritts. That would make an unbeateble argument all by itself. So don't tempt
me boy, if I were the type to enjoy gloanting amd saying 'l told you so', thet
alone would be all that had to be done,

Yep, there are some good stories today, but in what proportion to the crud?
The "golden age" wasn't Jjust tket one peried you mention anywny. It continued
with changes in the titles of the zires from one period te the next, right up to
the fifties. Then with the so called "maturity" cycle things went into a slump.
The atom bomb didn't help, that's for sure. There wns o rash of "realistic" type
things then., Text boock stuff. And how can we éverlook the pyscholegical stories
that dissected all the foibles of the protogmnists. That is stf?, Any dissenter
will be banished to the purple hell s of Palain,

No mere words heres I will back it up. Any five current sft zines for one ten
years old or more., There are some limitations of course, there were many I didn't
enjoy., But Ray Palmer's AMAZINGS, FFM's, STARTLING, UWKWOWNS, or ASTOUNDINGs and
1 will know that I got the best of the denl., Any takers?

So leave us in peaces We KNQW that we are right, ard nothing will ever prove
otherwise., Take your current stf, if that is what it is. And welcome. If you
enjoy yourself, more power to you., But you know not what you are missing,

Clayton Hamlin

Alright Clay. You say nothing can ever prove to you that the stuff was a mess,
I guess that makes you a brick wall to argument., I am not that inflexible, If
you can prove to me the so called "golden age" produced better staff, then 1'11
be with you. In the meantime 1 wil) defend my cause, and try to persuade you.

So here iseess
TIE ANSWER

Clay, Clay, you misunderstand the whole point af the crticle. Admitted that
I aimed o blast at the literature of that period, but that wasn't what I was try-
ing to get ucrosss Clay, 1 wis not trying torattack the type of stf pubbed in
the thirities, but the people who continually tell everyone in sight how good it
wase And you hive done just exnctly th:at. In your defense of the fiction of the
period you have token the part of people I don't like, Yeur article is o shining
ex>mple of what and why I dislike those people, Look ot what you have done; with-
out bothering to look any further than the first purt of my crticle, and set the
point of the article, you preferred to stop with my attack on the liter-ture.
And from that, and only that, you built your case,

How plense, I won't deny that some of the stories of that time were good, I
said as much last time round, but you chose to ignore that too, I don't object
to the fact that you like the stf of that time, but when you, and others liko
you stort spouting the idea that it wos the Very Best SF ever, ond say it ove:r
and over and over und over again, then that is what 1 don't like. You go ri-ht
ahead 2nd enjoy your SO, go right on thinking the stereotyped characters -». plots
were real znd believible, but don't impose your belief on those of us who don't
cure to hear you. Just os you "know" thut those times and that stf wns best, I
know that I am sick of hearing about hulf o dozen of you scream about it to every-
body. I don't wunt to hear it., It irrdtates me. You base your srgument on the
mysterious sense of wonder; on the strangeness and beauty and pure alieness of the
stories, Alright friend, if you think it was ¢ll so good, then go right ahecd
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and enjoy it to your heart's content, just don't bother me with it, YOU claim
that period wns better, YOU say they had enough characterization. YOU say the
plot wns good enoughs YOU say that there are no new idens today. Well then, why
don't YOU keep ouiet? I didn't read every single story of thit ers, I didn't
think that they were all os good as vou claim, YOU liked them, liked them 11,
from what you saye. I, and o good many besides myself, think that today's -SF is
mich bet+er than the g“dget erazy, non thinking, SO filled mess of yesterday,

If you want to sa and think that was food reading, then go ahead, just don't
impose your f ‘beliefs on the ones of us who aren't 1nterested. I feel
that the SF of todwy has as much to offer in the "sense of wonder" department
as the crud you read twenby years ngo. I am entitled to my own ideas on the
subject, and I am entitled to make my own choise, without having a bunch of. loud
veterans of the era telling me continually how pgood the stories were, I happen
to feel that today's SF offers more than your old stf did.

In defense to your methods of "advertising" the old stf, mny modern re“ders have
developed a seperate defensive methode =Run down the old stf and miybe the oldsters
will run downe Neither side is entirely right., The old SF was readables .The
modern SF has much to offer thut the old did not.

The old SF was readable, much of it wos memorible, a very smll percentnge wo s
OluSSlGo But a whole lot was crud, pure and simplees Back in the so called "golden
era" SF wos just getting its first sound footing as a seperate literuture. It
had its own magnzines, and its own followers, and like the baby that it was, its
writers and readers didn't bother with many things they should have., Note the .first
pure science stories. Science first, fiction later. Th t gave way to the science
with fiction, and that in turn to other forms. It wns o growing progress, and. like
most growing babjes, SF wasn't very careful of what it did or how it did it. .Well,
times changre, and babies grow to men and women. After SF had scuandered about wo
thirds of the imrediately usable ideas in stories th.t weren't worth it, SF st%rt-
ed to grow and developas Stories stopped being entirely based on Jnck Spacemmnpand
his Super Blaster, and turned toward subjects with an eye on making fiction to
remember. Instead of the gadget happy, herc complex, idex by the bundel storles,
writers took a little time, and aimed toward more reader enjoyment, Saying tha
Right will win in the end, doesn't mke it true. So, stories uppeared that wera
more realistic, And the flrst fens, the ones who had stayed through ond liked ...
boby science fiction's first troubled steps didn't like it. Children don't usuglly
enjoy growing upe. A hoby doesn't like to have his favorite toy snatched awaya ..
So the ones who liked those stories, blood .nd thunder, straight science, SO, wierd
strange travel, what have you, they didn't like it, and they failed to see, just.s
as you have failed Ho see Clay, that times nnd ideas changes The SF wns and is s
getting better, not worses You got caught in the change, and instead of going .
with the change, you stayed behind, and got lost on the wny. You wanted your .
first stories, your toys, back, and you didn't like the new form of SF much. v

You mde your attack, defending your pride and joy, using one tiny section of ..
my orticle, and I suspose 1 am expected to reply in kind. You just didn't look ...
far enough in my article, just as you didn't look far enough when the form of SI'
begin to changee I like an argument, you wont to fight over your toys, why dis- -
apoint you? Let's look at your claims logically and soubdly.

Wotice this little line, "Of course there was crud then, but heaven forbid
there was as much as now clutters wR the prozines." Well apoarently heuven didn't
forbid, on a precentage basis, or 2 ratio, or whatever you want, the old mags :
had more crud than we have todays Everything revolves around whut the word crud
means heres Does crud refer to space opera? Many think so. Does it mean trirs
to wierd worlds? Does it mean a "what if..." story? A problem story? A story
that explores men's minds, hates fears and disires? Does it mean the social
problem story? The time story? I could go on for at least six more pages, =nud
still wouldn't have scrotched the surface. Just what does your crud mean,clay?

I'11 tell you some of the crud I didn't like from your time when I read .te
I didn't like the revised horse opera.s 0ld Joe becomes Hufhtge of the Spuce
something-or-the-other, the horse is overhauled as o spuce ship, the girl trades

. in her twenty foot bull whip for a blaster and o title of Queen or Princess or

something. The russlers become space pirdtes or wor like aliens, and the action-
rolls in true form. Sickninge. Or let us not forget the space wurs. 4Ah yes,
nasty ole aliens invade, grab something, like Earth women, the trus®y hero daghes




off to the rescue, gets captured, escapes, and being = clever chap, mnages to
grab one of the Nasty Ole Alien's super weapons, and using it demolishes the
whole alien flect. Inbetween there are battle scenes, and other things happen,
but usually the story doesn't vary much, Then we have the Dangerous Invention,
which either started out os a Good Thing and ended up bad, or some scientist had
it ard used it for some evil purpose. Shop talk, ho hume Situation? Give your
hero 2 problem, say why the aliens of XghtgetRDfR LXII insist on eating every red=
haired yellow=eyed explorer that lands theres Of course the hero mst be redehaire
ed and yellow-eyed to mke the tale interesting. Try for another? What about the
one in some future society where time travelers are hated. Or just go on 2 time
travel tour. Big deal, Let us not forpget humor wither (not that most of those
stories didn't provide enough laughs)e. This usually begin with some invention,
which went wild, and the hero, be he clumsy or straight, has to get everything
under controle Getd8. discouraging after o whiles But the one kind I disliked
most of all was the one with pepetual . adventure. Adventure to the left,right,
behind, everywhere. I enjoy my adventure alright, but man, when you get it as
much as some of those stories had it, I just don't bother te read,

So much for a few standard pieces of crud I didn't like. Let me see nowee. 4h
yese Ideas. Idens were certainly forever being presented in those o0ld stories.
I notice most of the ones that last through the years don't have so mny many ideas
crammed int® one tiny story thoughe I'11 let that passe Ideas crammed into a
storyesedozens of ideas alrighte What did you say now.."the old timers were so
prolific with ideas they could dismiss the most imginative ides with a2 chapter,
sometimes only a paragraph". I'm glad you 8aid thate. I am glad to ses that the :
old timers were so free with ideas, so lacking in the cualities of a good story
teller that they could throw even the most imagin-tive ideas out the window in
a single crapter, without bothering to develope the full content of it. Without ,
bothering to use it, they could rub it out in a chapter or a paragraph. Instead
of developing it so the full force, the mny sides and problems of o new idea were
presented, they stuffed it into some cruddy piece of fiction, and forced its
oblivion in one chapter. After all, no one wanted to be accused of stealing another
author's ideas, even if he did crucify them with dismissal and misuage, or non .
usages So that is where all our ideas have been staying. Crying for another chance
on page fortynfour of some space opera that is buried in your files, never again
to see the light of decent fiction and full development of the sense of wonder. )
It tokes 2 full novel to dissect and present fully o new idea, yet you are willing
to admit that the old timers rattled off ideas one to the page or more, and ddn't
bother to use them. Now there is THE #rime againest science fiction., When today
mony good writers are praying for some mrvelous new idea, the oldsters were able
to use tlem and throw them away like so many match stickse. Lighted mateh sticks
at that, the kind that distroys the best patience of SF and its writers, the modern
writers that could have made something of the ideas. And after the W/f¥ aldster
writer finished his page long chapter of his idea, what became of itl Not much.
Most of the new ideas were used to form problemse Isn't that nice? Isn't that
clever? Problems for the hero to get into, and problems to get out of. One page .
with a revolutionary new idea would leave him stranded on some plnnet, and with
another revolutionary idea, he could whip up a gndget, call for help, and he was
off again., Now there is a story for yous Thank the good lord there aren't many
writers today who would be so squanerous or stupide And all this idea snapning v,
ammounts to just about nothing. Your greats, Nerritt, Stapledon, others who at ’
least wrbdte fairly well, they handeled the idea rash with some degree of sanity,
Their work will certainly be remembered, at least they didn't f2ll into the hackish -
habit of an idea = page to impress the readcor and keep the hero alive and in trouble,
Now Clay, you say there is a loss of new ideas today, why don't you think up ten
brand new ideas that haven't been used yet, and send them to the authors. If our
SF ancestors hadn't been so free with new ideas, there would have been room for
enough memorible literature to enshrine SF as real literature forever. But that
doesn't mtter too much now anyway, because I can easily think of ten new ideas,
it is now a mtter of letting the pro writers use them. UNew ideas have been devel-
oped in the past year, you were just too busy to see theme Thinking about yeur
golden era no doubt, '

Another sentence, "Didn't he himself state in the book reviews of that zine
that there were few believable characters even among the best practitioners of
the art today?" : =16 .
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Well now, try as I have, I haven't found enything in my zine review that said
there were few believaible charncters todaye I criticized Anderson's hero, and
Silverburg's hero, and I think they both diserve ite But I have not said that
even among, the best practitioners of the art today there are few believable char-
acterse Let's see now, do we recognige Anderson oand Silverburg as bhe best pract-
itioners of the art? I like to get the groundwork straight first. I could think
of better onese. Anderson and Silverburg are both capible of producing memorible
stories, and heros that are more than cardboard, and they do whenever they bother,
but I don't happen to believe they did so well with the stories 1 reviewed., How-
ever, critisizing a hero in one story is far from cl@%iming there are few believable
characters todaye (I have since been informed that Anderson's character was act-
ally brought back before, in PLANET STORIES, and several other pro migs) So, you
heve twisted my words, but I won't hold that againest you, I plan to.do the same
thing with your articles .

"It would be amusing to see his squirmings and sidestepping of the issue in
trying to explain the continued popularity of Merritt", Would it? I attempt
to explain it the simplest way, he was and is popular beczuse he das an excellent
story teller. Iliis novels and short stories combine the best elements of plot
(though not too much of it) charascter, and wierdness to produce memorible classics,
THere is nothing to explaine As I said, I do not deny that your period produced
some fine SF, just as in the early childhood a youngster forms his morals, and
sorts out unconciously the meahings of love and hate, etcs So, the early years
of SF ppoduce memoribles like the Merritt books, and 6R course the baby who bites
into too many sweets before hé& is capible of handeling them sineibly, will-«come
up with some decays Too bad baby SF didn't have to brains to look ahead in hheir
own field as they did with everything else.

Clay, you say you have been reading SF for some thirty years nowe. You admit
that new readers still have the old sense of wonder, because of their first exposure
to imgination in writinge WNice thought, at least we agree on that. By clever
subtraction I place you for your beginning reading of SF somewhere around the
early thirtiess Your first encounter with the field would bring on that disired
effect wouldn't it? How cam you say that your first encounter just didn't blind
you to the true merits of early SF? Ilow long would it teke this first encounter
to wear off? Took me about three years before 1 begin finding some SF not as
good as some other, Wonder how long it took yous Bl

It is the simplest thing to prove, say you, that if new comers were exposed-to
the old stuff they would have more semse of wonder. And to back this up you give
us o sample of a letter from a new fan. How nicese I lend out my harbacks to a: ;
few friends locally, and 1 too can Judge reactionss Even before this argument'’ i
was thought of I have noticed that post new readers either have one of two react- |
ions on their first encounter to the stf of the "golden era". The first is mute
confussion and dislikee They can't take it, the second is as you say, love at
first sighte Now you can prove any point by selecting either reaction you want - \
to uses Your proof isn't worth a wind blewn pile of space ash. It proves that
people are people, and what mppeals to some will not appeal to others, nothing more. ‘
It is not an unbeatable argument by any streach of the imaginotion. You won't |
have to enjoy gloating, you have nothing to gloat nboute : ‘

Let us go back now to the Merritt paragraph. You ask what name can sell more
SF books thah Merritt's. I don't happen to have exact sales figures here, nor
do you, I imagine, but I could suggest a few books written by Asimov or Howard ‘
or perchance Lovecraft might do it. However these xre mere stroglers compared
to the sales figures on Robert Heinlein's bookse I don't doubt that Merritt
can sell the books =lright, I buy a lot of pure fantasy toe, but I challenge
openly this statement, "Quality will always tell". Guality will certainly always \
tell, but you are makking the assumption thit guality and quanity are the same )
thing, and they are not. For quality, take a book you mentioned, LAST AND 'I:ST
UENe Yet there isn't any cuanity in that book, as I understand it, the thing
has almost become o collector's items Levecroft for ouality doesn't seem to be
Widely reprinted in quanitys The Arkham louse books do most of his reprint work, .
Quality and Wuanity are not related in direct proportion., 4 book of perfect
cuality may not even be noticed untill tweny years after its publication, and
then of course, there is no quamity, =dding to the odds to make it a collector’s
ftem. Kindly keep your arpgument in some kind of order.
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Another thing, auality will alwnys tell what? I assume you mean that quality
will always tell in sucess. Nonsense, Look at Lovecraft's work, Quality, but
is it recognized with two or three printings of each of his books? ilow about
Robert Iloward's books? My friend, quality and cuanity are not measured in direct
preportion to each othere. They usually are, agreed, but that is no scale to
measure anything by, especially SF, What you consider a simple story today may
well be hoiled as a great classic in twenty years.

Hmmmmm. Notice this paragraph about the "maturity cycle" and the "realistdc"
storiese 1 think that the forties produced high cuality material, certainly much
better than your so called polden era of 1930 thru 1938, You refuse to think
th~t some ~ttempts are rexlly stfe Just wwhat is your defination of science
fiction? Ilow can you say wheather it is or it isn't when most of us aren't even
sure where the boundaries of SF begin or ends I call it SF,and let us not forget
that thit "text book stuff" is,was,:nd will be the basis of SF. Text book stuff
as you c2ll it was origionally meant for SF. Science in any form is susposed to
be within bounds of the SF writer, Now you tell me where your spcce opera hero
with his blazing blasters fits in SF. FANTASY is more in the line you 2re thinke
ing of. SF at leasts trys to base soms of its ideas and stories on fact today
a8 it might be tomorrow (or yesterday even) or fact that might be tomoprow applied
tomorrow and the results tomorrowe You are speaking of straight fantassy, if you
want to argue about f:ntasy, then kindly teke the argument elsewhere. I will argue
nbout that Section of fantausy known as science {ictione

"The lensmn stories are space operae Slan is just another superman, etc...And
believe me, that is enough"e By what right do you have to meke that statement?
Thzt is not enough, any more than it is enough for my body to let blood clat. The
skin and metabdlism must adjust and repare in my bodys It is not enough to say
that the things you like, the SO, supermen, und such are alright. SF is something
like 2 human body. It must srow too. You can't expect a body or a literature to
stand still forever, to rest on its past achievements =d try only to immitate its
earlier sucesse The only field I know of that has done that would be the romance-
and -love crape. And how many readers do they keep forever? SF must grow cnd de-
Felop or it will die. It is not enough to relax and claim that it is enough to
keep on reading and rereading the same old SO over again with new numes but old
old nlotse We 2s people undergo continual change, and SF as a literature also
undergoes changes. It can't rest or go back to something it has outgrowne Todny
SF is better than it was in the days of the "golden era", it is expanding and
reaching beyond fantasy as straight fantasy, beyond SO, beyond 211 the superman
and reconstruction storiess It isn't shockeled by the remories of yesterday,
because it is susposed to be the literature thuat reauches for tomorrow., SF has
entered new phasese. It still has the superman story, but it has = new wny of
treating ite Ilnstead of the superman as the hero of some adventure, the hero is
his own hero, and SF trys to explain what and why and how the superman will act
in a situation, why he acts as he doess Not because ilis ileart is Pure, but be-
cause perhaps the superpan mny have emotions, just muy be humn underneith hig
strengthe Iian's preatest challenge in the future will be man himself, and why
do you think it is wrong or bad that SF, the literature of the future, © study
mnkind? Are you ashamed of it? There is still adventure, eertainly, and new
strange worlds waitings. There are new ideas to be handeled in new ways, but the
way they are handeled, the way the writer presents his case, that has changed most
of 0ll, Where o writer used to skip over 2 person's feelings or reactions as
unimportant, today the writer might stop and look, and explaine Natural events
fall as they will, no mtter if your hero is Right., I1f he is going to be blasted
dead bectuse he forgot to oil or take c~re of his weapon, then he will die, "o
could ask more than genius" you say. Correct, who could] Those stories aren't
genius by any meanse I don't ask for genius, I ask for a story with believable
characters, a plot that will stand alone, ideas that mre developed for the better-
ment of the story, and I ask a story that will leave =on impression that the zuthor
has suceeded in putting his point, his idea across skillfully and enjoyably. That
is what I ask, and I think that is what we ire working for today with our modern ,
SF. It is miles beyond the gadget crazy or pure science days of early, very young
science fiction. Today we are reaching forward and outward for the right stories
presented in the right waye. The past is dead. 1t served its nurpose, =nd in +the
future out time will have served its purpose., Untill then, SF has grown, is growing
and will continue to grow untill the goal is reached, END
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I have decided that there will not be any Pre-Hysterical Monsters in this issue,
They will be biuck next time for sure. Some short items I had thought to use next
ish will be featured here instead. Also, I will try to put some letters in., Next
issue will be planned. I1f I do not receive your submitted miterial by the second
Saturday, please do not expect it to be in the next GHOST, even if it is worth it.
At the very latest please have all mterial you wish to send in to me by the third
Saturday. I am now all filledu p for columms, please do not send amy more columms,
The people I now correspond with can take care of them. Caly Hamlin's columm won't
be in this ish unfortunately. Please, will someone send me a history of one per-
ticular magazine? I have only one psrson who has apgrecd to do ones And don't
forpet, 1'd like to have YOUR article for the next issue, Bob--- ’

CRIME PAYS BETTER SO0 ik
by
Poter J. Maurer

The following numes are familiar to all fans the world over: Robert Bloch, Rich-
ard liatheson, Poul We Fairman, Henry Slsar, Fritz Leiber, Theodore Sturgeon; and
Isaac Asimove They 2ll write the best in Se Fo, but that is not all they have in
common. They nlso write mystery and crime storiese g

This fact may not please the S, F, nddict, but it certainly pleases the authors
themselvess The plain truth is that crime pays better than S. F., any money is
one of the main reasons for writing at alle It follows that these authors cre
going to work where the greenbacks are more plentiful,

Many of these names have been turning out Who-Done-Its for years. llowever,
at this point, almost every Se Fe author has had his hand in the bloody pot of
golde That leaves S« F. with a dwindling number of new stories from the top
rmen in the business. And what is the S. F. fan doing about it? DNothing as usual,
Waat can he do about it? He can stop talking and start buying. Dloney is the
root cf this problem, and 2lways has beens Everyone talks in very learned languoge
’ gbout the troubles of their favorite liserature, but they still go on trading
and buying old magazines and books instead of putting out the cash for new ones.
Somebody has to support Robert P. Mills, Ilans Stefen Santessoh, and their assoc-
. iates, or else they will go out of businesss If the S. F. fan doesn't, nobody
wille I can only repeat what I said before,Crime pays better.

Suppors S. F., and encourage others to do so

¢
s -‘J\fm_#t’?s___[_}_\.? ..... o D Y o 2 =

"Why do you think there is something "esss because I've got

wrcag with your inceme tax reports of 184 1eft o o o"
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VOICE OF THE SPIRITS
OR
TIIE ED1TORr ANS:{ERS 1Tl A FIFTH

Carroll Ccllins, Route #4, Church 1ill, Term.

In general, it's a good first issues Don't like to cover and wruld suggest
2 colored sheet with the inside white sheetss Your editorizl was too rambling
though you got off some essentiel remmrks. Naturally, I liked the Deluth article,.

Your piece as a "Confirmed Cynic" was goods I think every fan has his "good old
days", just as in later years you will probably look back on this time as the good*
old dayse In 1939, when I wes 11 years old, I read the first issue of FFM, I
loved every story in it, I thought the stories were the ultimate, The only one 1
still care about is The Moon FPoel and to o certain extent, The Whimpus. In those
days I was tremendously impressed with Cummings' Golden Atom stories. Now, they
mke me yawn. The only differente is that 20 years of reading has made my tastes
more critical and "sophisticated"s Todey still brings stories with impact like
Childhood's End, liore Than Human, and Courtesye Though the 40's had some of the
Finest writing in ASTOUNDING anyone will ever see, I think the mag still prints
top stuff, Everyone looks back into the past, I think, but as you say, it's not
good to live there,

"How to iark 2 Deck of Cards" was alright too. Amusing enough, and not tech-
nical., Keep these brainstorms upe The book reviews are good, and will probably
improve. Same with the fanzine reviews, though I was never one to read fanzine
reviews, 1 think you will keep improving till you really have something zood.
After all, Rome z2nd funzines aren't built in a day.

/7/1 will apree with you that the fortles produced some wonderful SF, and if any-

thing it diserved the false title of "golden age" SF is changing, and some things,

some points and ways of presenting o story are left behinde I feecl that there ars
points our present day writers could pick up, but on the whole, I think the SF to-
day is an improvement over the SF of veateryeqr.

I'm afraid there won't be any more "criminial information" like the card article.
Too much objections 1 will have someone who can do competent reviews of the books,
old and new in next ish, no room this time. I think our last issue was more of a
trial ind testing period, now the staff ond ye ed are on firmer ground, and we'll
go hendlong into the fipght for'a worthwhile z1ne/7/

Clayton Hamlin, 28 Earle Ave., Bangor, Maine
Just got the GIIOST, 1 like it. For o first issue it is something special.

Artwork is pretty good, KEN, the Fen, are both good. But the best is ensily
the cover by Judy Packe

And exactly why shouldn't you write everything in the zine? Course people have
been shot tor sugpesting lesser things than thate But you write well enoughe

But really the thing I like best is the non-fandom slant. Three Loud Cheers
for that decision, How much cain you say asbout sucha meager microosm as fandom
before repeating yourself?

Pre-llysterical lionsters was most amusing, lore, by all meanse.

///Clay's letter got cut up ocuiet & bite That may deave some of you on the shobt
end, but I don't feel personal correspondence should be flashed through a letter
col. Anyway, glad you liked it, after sezing the cymice's cormer this round you
mey hate me, Your columm will be in next round, /yn

Robert Coulson, Route 3, Vinbash, Ind.

A few comments on GIIOSTe. I see you won%t be retting any European fanzines,
GLOST isn't worth 15¢ plus o fanzine, and even if it were, European editors
ocan't afford that kind of dezxl,

Okoy, I'11 bite' ; what's a soal?

I see that you apologize for the spelling, but wouldn't it have been better to
have used 2 bottles of correstion fiuid and been able to omit the 1pology

Who=besides you-suys that the golden era of stf was 1930 to 19397 llell; the
two most fondly remembered mugazines are the Campbell ASTOUEDLING and UNKWOWN, °
Campbell didn't take over untill '38 and UNKNOWN wosn't even published untill
1989« The 1939-1945 ern produced the most good storiese If anything, it deserves
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to be called a polden era. ( And I first rend stf in 1948, so don't accuse me of
remembering my early reading with nostalgia ) I refer you to the letter in the
Feb, ASTOUIDING from the woman who had read about 200 issues of the mige~all of
them recsntly acouired--and her opinion of the issues containing the best stories,

Wh“t's unpronouncable about fycharaych? Did you ever try sounding it out? It's
simply "LRI", spelled out more or less phoneticully, (And LRI presumubly stands
for "His Roy al Highness", or ot least it does now, and I suppose that this is .
the way Anderson 1ntended it--one of the various hidden puns in the story) In-
cidentally, Dominic flandry has alrecdy appeared in other stories, in something
like four mgazines, and it isn't likely he'll be killed off now. 1 detest him
myself; I dislike all series stories because there is no possibility of the hero
losings

By %he way, I don't know of any fenzines that are memoed. The term is mimeo.

///I happen to like %the word memo, and memoed, so I1'll continue to use it. 4s I
said in the editorial (that vage hope for sanity printed last week), you were the
only one who caughs it,

If 30& will cheek *he Cynic's corner you will find somebody that thinks the '30
thru 139 pericd was a "golden age" Check on Len's letter back there too for comment
on the fortiec If you want to call the period from 1939 to 1945 a golden apge, then
go right whewd, just don't bother telling me xbout it constantly. Actually, I
would put that oechd of SF development more in the years of 1938 thru 1951, then
from 1951 to 1955 or '56 is you want to be exact, and from 1956 on, Campbell did
most of his best vdlting in that period, and today I think the mag has dropped
o bit in quality. Todav, finding a story in ASTOUNDILG,.er, ANALOG that doesn't
mention psi at leas® once is like finding a limestone rock without limee. I am
petting tired of his constant talk of psi, it exists, but he is bringing out stories
on it to the erxtrems. Anyone out there remember = rash of tele- stories during
the golden apec? 1 bhsar tell that things got so bad there was almost an invisible
taboo againest anything with tele~ in it.

I doa't hapnen to want Luropean fanzines. If they meet the requirments, then
I’fI“VD‘tnroJru WIEH 1t. 1 the meantime I'1ll +thke the American zines only.

I never bothered vo g2 through and pronounce the names One or two trys was
enough. Ycu don's like series stories because the hero always wins? A clever
writer ouzht tc be 2bl~ to hondel o series so 2 hero wins and loses. Iy favorite
series cheracter is Lelard lizle, which I hope will remaine Like you, I'm not very
fond of Flardry, bt be'll do.///

Bob Lichtman, 6137 3. Crof% Ave,, Los Angeles 56 Calif,
Vlell new, vihizra do ou gelt off ertlnf in Th1s is for trade"and demnd =

letter of corment? Other than the Fact that it's mighty poor English, I wonder
if you realize L c2uld just as easily as not throw your zine in the crudbox?

But I wouldn't ¢o *hlt—-~you ve sent the first crudzine I've seen in months,
and Tt 21l soshwer and like that about the occasion. A fandom like the one today
nseds & few crudzines now and then to spice it up--like "Variety is the spice of
lire", 2s the old cliizshz goes.

ucxu thing - worilersd, upon peering through your not-to-well- but-eas11yareadqble
mimsosd viins, is w0 is dchert Jermings?" That took a bit of research. .1 had
suspected that I 2aC heard vour name somewhere before, and sure enough, I found,
you menticnsd in EIYOLITOR 711, one of the N3F crudzines that was foistered on ine
becavse I hapvened to Jn1n that proup to join their apas But it sz2id something
like "‘rand pow memner’, so T presume you haven't been in fandom tpo longe Your
writing attlitule iy this issuve of the GIOST goes to further that notion.

Your title 1s neci plagarism of another alreadv ex1st1ng fanzine title; TIHE
SATUUDAY EVAIINC GiCAY, published for the Spectator Amateur Press 3001ety by
one Robert L—c. I cer't think this is too much to worry about though, since .
SatEveGhost ic lisited $o a circulation of 40, _

I woulc rend you a copy of my fungine in trade, but you suay, 1here is one
thing = hate in U

3 wo*‘a end that haprens to be a faazaanzacwaaon”, and I am -

Ao
chi
‘somewhat of a [aaxaac Saaaan, and I publish facoxacanish material for the most

part, so 1 doubt il Vov 'd appreciate it. Vhere do you pick up your attitudes

anywny?  You say you w11l not write to anyone who you think is 2 faanasansn, ete,

yet I am scumowhat of o rfan (I like stf, but don't go out of my way to rend much

anymore. Forgot all the e&'s up on thut lost, sowwy), so 1 suppose you won't write

me in reply te ihic, A shame too, for if you don't say a thing about the rest
~21-
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of this letter, I have one burning cuestion to ask of wou: Why do you hate
fan2naa,etc.,ns???? You didn't specify, you know, and I'm curious to learn
whv you hate me and most of my fan friends.

Why "I" is @& pood question. Jack Speer, 2 mostly gafined elder fon of note
uses the lower c2se letter in his farwriting, aind others have affected it at one
time or anothere As for myself, i don't like the way it doesn't stand out, as in
this sentence. ©So I upper case it, because I'm such a bloody egotist and becauss
it locks better.

Imnm, I disagree almost 100% with your fanzine reviews, but this is because of
the basic difference in our viewpoints. You, Bob Jemnings, are a science fiction
fan, per se, and you like to read articles on ond about science fiction as a
literature, You would be right at home in the serious manderings of Eofandom
and several other era since then, I, Bob Lichtmun, am a science fiction fan,
but I am clso a2 fandom fan; that is, I enjoy discussions on science fiction
up to o depree, and there are several stf slanted publications I receive and
enjoy, but not the point of obsession. I 21lso receive fanzines that muy not
even mention that crazy Buck dogers stuff in their pages, or only in passing
perhapse These zines mayg contain everything nd anything, from fiction about
fans to articles on classical musics The portion of fandom 1 like deals with
personalities and their interests--science fiction got us all there, but it's
not worth discussing over =nd over again in verbose articles, nor do I (and
mny others) feel that much fan written stf fiction is worth printing in the fmz.
Therefore we don't do it--though we usually tolerate it.

/77@@11, I too am glad you bothered to send me a letter. I was beginning to think
there wouldn't be any read dislike for the first ishe OFf course I had letters
saying that they disliTed this or th-t, and one or two ones that didn't like the
whole “hinr, but yours...now here is the letter for dislike ~nd dissust. 1 my
frame it with one letter that just loved sverything. A pair, you might say.
Anyw.y, I had no idea that there existed iny such fonzine as TLE SKTURDAY EVENIVG
GIICST, untill Art Hayes mentioned it, and then it was too late., liowever, since
Saturday's ghost has such a limited circulation, 1 think I shall keep MEG as a name.
How discouraring, 4s I explained in the editorial, 1 will write a2nd send the
GIHOSYT to fasananzans, thourh 1 don't like ite The prime reason the GIIOST wns sent
to vou was for want of i letter of com ent, and I don't think that wis 1 losse.
You cormented, and 1 expect you will comment on this issue too,
Well, 1 still hate the faaaetc,,ns, I dislike them wholeheartedly, No, 1
won't tell you why 1 hate them, why should I?
You are so rights Our viewpoints are miles aparte I can enjoy a fanish-fan-
fanzine, but primarly 1 like zines devoted to serious discussion of stf. liumor
I like, fan patter does not interest me, In a fanzine unything is in bounds, but
I lell that the primary reason for a fanzines existence is to uct as 2 sounding
board for the editor/publisher's views on SF, for discussion “nd irgument -nd
history of SF, The other is so much additives, there to add varietye. A fanzine
that strays completely “rom that, to the point of hrving everything, even the
letter coluym devoted to something else, ceases to be a fanzine to me, ond is
mercly 2 variety sheet, like LIFE, or LCOK or something 2long those lines., True,
most fan fiction isn't worth pubhing, but there is a portion thut is. My zine
will be mostly an orticle zine, fiction is secondary. Fan articles zbout their
fevorite form of literature, stf and fantasy, are interesting and informative.
I won't kick when zines put in extra things, just aos long os some portion of the
tine is stf featured and devoted. Our viewpoints are far apart, I happen to think
mine is the best one, ind you think that yours is betteres dJeither of us is entirely
corrects But they are viewpoints, and untill vou come up with o convencing arru-
ment or convencing proof for your fanish zines, then 1'11 stick to my viewpoint.///

o more letters here. ~FPlease send 217 corresvondence to=---Robert Jennings
(that's Bob to you), 3819 Chambers Drive, ilashville 11, Tennessee, llext issue
will definately be more settled, znd please try to get 2ll your articles or urte
work in by the Tirst half of each month. Next issue will feature material by
KEN Gentry, Horace the Ghost,our patron pest, Bob Furnhoam, Arthur Rapp, Mike |
Deckinrer, and myself, Other goodies are there, but not definately planned yete
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HELL'S NOTEBOOKS (Robert Jennings)

Last time round I was cramped for space, and squeezed everything ints one
little pagee That won't happen zgain, I hopes Since this ish is going to be
widely ocirculated, I'll explain again the rating systems I rate 1 through 10,
in erder of the best, An excellent zine gets a rating cf 1, a very bad crudzine
gets a rating of 10, and so on inbetween. Now on te this month's pile of zines,

WEW FROKTIERS/ﬁO% er &4 for ﬁl.Oa/better send to o/o Stellar Enterprises, P.O. v @

Bex 3368, Berkeley 1, Califernia/ this is a photo-offset, center stapled, half '

sized jobe 4nd even with its smallness the price comes out at a penny a pages

However, in this case it is worth it, I've got the first ish here, which is a

bit out of dates The second ish is susposed to be on its way here, but thus

far I haven't sce n ite It is a nice zine, nice articles, nice layout, nice

print job. This ish looks like a pro lineup, with articles by De Camp, Cliften,

and Johnsone If you think thirty cents is tom much, then don't bother to buy

itse I happen to think it is worth it. So just buy, it might be warth ynur

whiles Only thing I can find wrong is the staff reviews, which are too long.
ratingeee-2

YAlIDRO/Rebert and Juanita Coulsen, Reute 3, Wabash, Indiana/15¢yhemhed It

won't do any good to ask for a copy of this issue, try for the nextes The Coulson's

mke a pratice ~f printing just enough copiese If you were so unfortunate as te

miss this one, you really missed a good one. This is a huge issue, for YANDRO

anywaye. Goene Delleese has a very nice story, and a not so nice article on a well

known comic characteres Other articles, some good, some not so geods The heart

of the thing is a special art section, feaoturing art from some well known fan

artists, The Prosser .work takes tap honors, though you may squirm a bit when

you first see ite. A review on a book, which shows things about both the auther

of the column arnd the author of the boake A god issue, now if only they would

get green instead of that blinding yellow papersesesee anyway, a rating af---3

TIE FANTASY COLLECTOR/10f/ 714 Plecsent St., Roseville, Calif./ I'm going to
cut this one short. Advertisements, a columm, an editorial, a nice ish, and a

2 : rating of=---4 ..
AMRA/20¢/ Box 682, Stanferd, Calif./lithegraphed/ This zine is well noted far '
its high gquality artwork, which helps to compensate for the murderous price,
I may subscribe to it if I ever pet around to it, not nowe This issue isn't
making its cuality felt on me. Mainly becase of the articles this time., A
lon~ updating of Conanfs biography, articlts whieh left me unfceling, and
illustrations. What illustrations!!!! Anyway, this gets a rating of-------3

MEMORITOR 11/ Art llayes, Re Re #3, Bancreft, Ont., Canada/ This enc is distribue
ted te all members of the N3F, and I don't know if it would be sent te anyene clsec.
You might enclmse the price, 25¢, and = pleading letter, The 'price is toe high
for this small a zine, even with the material it features. lNest ef it is from
the N3F, part perhaps frem the IS Bureaue. [umorous stories here and there, ser-
ious articles everywhere, pictures scattered somewhere. MNoted that our very

own KE has two cartoons in it, se buye One of* the jokes was cevered by a margin
and a staples I know what it is, but yeu might:notes This issue os alsa marred
for me, by the fact that some sheets akw printed upsilde dowm. This is not re-
comended as a general interest, hapny go lucky zine. The changes in the coler

of ink don't do it much good either, but for a zine that covers serious science,
articlesy fiction; humor and perhaps a bit of c¢lub and fan $alk, this is the
best. llowever 1 wasn't te terribly impressed, se---~4

I've also got a four pager called THE CIIGGAR PATCII OF FaANDOIlM,Bob ﬂ Farne
ham or Mary Quinn, addresses misplaced, wnit here's Bob's anywaye 506 2nd Ave,,
Dalton, Georgia. liostly humerzm ne price that I can seces 4 nice poem by Ray
Nelson on poems, news, jokes. UNo rating untill I know more abeut it,

PSI, distributed with YANDRO, te me anyway. & smaller than pocket book size

elght pager, no staple, printed, I think, Ilisplaced address, net worth it fer

this issue anyway. You might write Coulson and send fifteen cents if you want it,
Just enough room to say---Send all zines for trade or review to Robert
Jennings, 3819 Chambers Drive, Hashville 11, Tennessee That's all,

i
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This (at last) is the back cover

THE REASON(s) YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS
PIECE OF TRIPE are/ise--

I want a contribution

You have contributed, and I want more |

T What happened to YOUR article? (! frs (
-

What happened to YOUR column?
lease contact me imrediately about artwork
Please contact me immediately about contrlbuhlons
Please contact me IMHEDIATELY }
There is something of interest 1nsldeh or you
You bought it (sucker) =
T Sub (ha ha no backing out now) ! ] /, R = :
T Subscribe to this thing, 1 need the mﬁney- ! ) -
our sub is ahout to expire ¥ g ol Y
~_your sub has just expired \ o \ o et 22
lease renew your sub ‘ V) ®
his is an issue to show you what you ' s
missed by not renewing your sub |
I will not accept your sub §
| We'd like your life story for Rre- . . .
Hysterical Monsters : ; :
This is a sample copy, you know what
to expect now
Trade zines with me : = }
o trade too---What 'cha kn~w '
lease send a letter of comment with
your trade
I'd rather have a letter of comment
I like the sound of your name
reeloader
—/Partial payment for your kindness
[ Full peyment for your kindness
I WANT A LETTER OF COMMENT!I!!
To help speed your immediate death
ielp me with a project
I felt sorry for you
~_We had o goul time together
Y13F
~__ Review this thing far me
Kindly chock sn this
Arpue with me
This is from me to you to let you knww
I still exist
Let me knew you still exist too
rur last issue unless I hear from yeu
his is absoultely your last issue _
Yau will not get mext ish unless you,
do something QUICK
our mame wos given te me by o mutical
f»’/ VY frierd
You know Horace, you poor wretched soul
YES 3
10
I don't know
I'm drunk
You are sick, sick, sick
We correspond regularly, better sub,
«r you might not get next ish
GOOD RIDENCE

i BUY NEXT ISSUE
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